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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The untitled video recording, known as Hard Hands 2, is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording consists of a German feature containing 11 episodes explicitly 
depicting sexual activity. The sexual activity depicted predominantly consists of the 
insertion of fingers, hands, fists and a hand shaped dildo into vaginas. In depicting 
such activity, the video recording uses frequent and extensive close-up shots which 
are often very prolonged. The video recording has an unrelenting and solitary focus 
on digital vaginal penetration, particularly vaginal penetration by the whole hand. 

The unrelenting focus on vaginal penetration in combination with the frequent close-up 
depictions of such activity degrades and dehumanises the people being vaginally 
penetrated to a high degree. Women are effectively presented as being little more 
than anonymous orifices in which to insert fingers, hands and fists. It is considered 
that the video recording degrades and dehumanises women to such a high degree 
and extent that the availability of the video recording is likely to be injurious to the 
public good. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in relation 
to the video recording and weighed against the provisions in the Films, Videos, and 
Publications Classification Act 1993. Given the high degree and extent to which the 
video recording degrades and dehumanises women and the resultant likelihood of 
injury to the public good, it is considered that classifying the video recording 
objectionable is a reasonable and justified limitation on the right to freedom of 
expression contained in si4 of the NZBR Act. 
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